
 
INFORMATION ON COYOTES 
Scientific name: Canis latrans 
2021 Cook County Urban Coyote Research Project 
 
Caution – February is breeding season and coyotes are more active so keep an eye on 
your pets and small livestock. 
 
Description 
The coyote is a medium-sized member of the dog family that includes wolves and foxes. With 
pointed ears, a slender muzzle, and a drooping bushy tail, the coyote often resembles a 
German shepherd or collie. Coyotes are usually a grayish brown with reddish tinges behind the 
ears and around the face, but coloration can vary from a silver-gray to black. The tail usually 
has a black tip. Eyes are yellow, rather than brown like many domestic dogs. Most adults weigh 
between 25-35 pounds, with a few larger individuals weighing up to 42 pounds. 
 
Typical profile: long snout and large upright ears 
 
Habitat 
Although coyotes can use any habitat, they typically prefer 
open areas, such as the prairie and desert. Current research 
is dedicated to understanding coyote habitat selection within 
urban areas, in order to understand if coyotes benefit from 
human-associated developments (i.e. are synanthropic 
species) or if they are merely occurring in human-populated 
areas due to increased sprawl and fragmentation. 
 
In urban areas, coyotes prefer wooded patches and shrubbery, which provides shelter to hide 
from people. Our research has found that within the urban matrix, coyotes will avoid residential, 
commercial, and industrial areas but will use any remaining habitat fragments, such as those 
found in parks and golf courses. 
 
Diet 
Although coyotes are predators, they are also opportunistic feeders and shift their diets to take 
advantage of the most available prey. Coyotes are generally scavengers and predators of small 
prey but can shift to large prey occasionally. 
 
The most common food items were small rodents (42%), fruit (23%), deer (22%), and rabbit 
(18%), other. On occasion small pets, chickens and small livestock. 
 
Breeding 
Mating and Gestation 
Coyotes typically mate in February, however, only the alpha pair in a pack will mate and 
subordinates will usually help raise the young. The pups are born in a den with the average litter 
size being 4-7 pups. Pups stay in the den for about six weeks and then begin traveling short 
distances with adults. By the end of summer, pups are spending some time away from parents 
and attempting to hunt on their own or with siblings. 


